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composition of the foreign language department
1-
2-
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Student’s Distribution
	Year
	Number of students
	Number of groups

	3rd year of ESO
	
	

	4th year of ESO
	
	


General needs
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Specific needs of the different groups
Group A ________________________________________________________
Group B________________________________________________________
Group C ________________________________________________________
…           ________________________________________________________
Specific individual needs
Group A Student .......................

Group B Student .......................

Group C Student .......................

Group D Student .......................

Resources available in the school
· Video and TV 

· CD/ Cassette player 

· Video camera
· Computers
· IW (Interactive Whiteboards)
 Notes about when, how and why these resources are used:
Spaces available in the school
· Foreign Language room
· Language Laboratory
· Computer room
· Gymnasium

· Library
· Other
Notes about when, how and why these spaces are used:

Organisation within the classroom
· Arrangement of desks in rows

· Arrangement of desks in groups

· Arrangement of desks in a “U” shape

· Specific corners: class library, cross-curricular topics, games, handiwork, computer, etc.

· Other

Notes about when, how and why there are changes in the distribution of the classroom:

Class timetables
Name and position of the teacher:
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THEORETICAL JUSTIFICATION OF THE PROJECT AND ITS METHODOLOGICAL AND EDUCATIONAL FEATURES
Macmillan Secondary Course and its relevant educational materials have been developed following the legal guidelines set out in the Foreign Languages Area, whose curricular objective is not just teaching a language itself, but teaching how to communicate through it, according to the Council of Europe and following the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages, according to which, students must be able to carry out progressive communicative tasks in order to gradually develop the communicative competence in the foreign language.  

Our country, as a member of the European Union, has committed itself to promoting  the knowledge of other EU languages and, apart from that, the Council of Europe in the Common European Framework for Foreign Languages, establishes some guidelines both for learning languages and for assessing the speaker’s competence in the different languages.

Objectives of the area and Macmillan Secondary Course.

The objective of this area in the secondary Educational stage is to learn the discursive skills which may take place in different fields. At the end of the Primary Education, students must be able to use the foreign language to express themselves and interact both in an oral and in a written way in simple everyday situations. In the Secondary Education we continue with this foreign language learning process, with the aim of consolidating the productive skills at the end of this stage and be able to maintain an interaction and make themselves clear in different situations, such as offering and requesting personal explanations in an informal discussion, expressing their ideas in a comprehensible way, using a wide and simple language to give explanations, understanding the main ideas of texts in a standard language, even if there are obvious pauses to do a grammatical and lexical plan. Furthermore, at the end of the stage, they will be able to face everyday problems both in oral and written communication in a flexible way, such as taking part in everyday conversations, making complaints, talking about experiences or plans, explaining something or requesting explanations. To sum up, this stage must become a solid starting point to continue, in a progressively autonomous way, with a learning process which will go on for the rest of their lives.

On the other hand, learning a foreign language goes beyond the frame of linguistic learning, and learning to use it in communicative contexts. Knowing a foreign language contributes to the students’ education from a global perspective as long as it favours respect, interest and communication with  speakers from other languages, develops the intercultural consciousness, acts as a vehicle to understand other topics and global problems and to the acquisition of various learning strategies. Teaching and learning a foreign language at this stage implies a clear attitudinal component, as far as it helps developing positive attitudes towards other languages and cultures and, at the same time, it also helps understanding and appreciating the own language/s.

The Macmillan Secondary Course project aims at developing the communicative competence in students, making sure they assimilate the English grammar rules and get the basic vocabulary necessary to communicate. The development of the students’ communicative competence  is possible thanks to the acquisition of the following skills:
1. Listen and understand general and specific information in oral texts from different communicative situations, adopting a respectful and cooperative attitude.

2. Express and interact in everyday oral situations in an appropriate and comprehensible way and with a certain level of autonomy.

3. Read and understand different types of texts according to their abilities and interests, getting general and specific information and using reading as a source of enjoyment and personal enrichment.

4. Write simple texts with different aims about different topics using the appropriate resources for cohesion and coherence.

5. Use correctly basic phonetic, lexical, structural and functional components of the foreign language in real communicative contexts.

6. Develop learning autonomy, reflect about the own learning process and transfer knowledge and communication strategies acquired in other languages to the foreign one.

7. Use learning strategies and all the available means, including new information and communication technologies, in order to get, select and present information both orally and in writing.

8. Appreciate the foreign language as an instrument to have access to communication and as a tool to learn different contents.

9. Assess the foreign language, and all languages in general, as a means of communication and understanding between people proceeding from different places, with different languages and cultures, avoiding any sort of discrimination or cultural or linguistic stereotypes.

10. Show a receptive attitude and self-confidence in the own learning ability and the use of the foreign language.

CONTENTS
The contents are presented in blocks according to three axis with specific features and needs related to the teaching and learning process: the linguistic skills; the constitutive elements of the linguistic system; and the social and cultural dimension of the foreign language.

The linguistic skills are compiled in Block 1 (Listening and Speaking) and Block 2 (Reading and writing).
Both blocks include the procedures, understood as operations which allow the students to relate the concepts learnt with their implication in communicative activities. 

Oral and written skills are presented separately as each one of them demands different skills and knowledge.
At this stage we attach a great importance to oral communication, and that is why the first block is focused on developing their ability to interact in certain situations, and we highlight the importance that the oral linguistic reference model comes from a wide range of speakers so as to be able to get the nuances and differences.

The reading and writing block adds the necessary procedures to develop the discursive competence in a written way. In the foreign language, written texts are also a model for compositions texts and a way to practise and acquire linguistic elements.  
Block 3– Language knowledge and use
The observation and use of oral and written language elements allow the student to create a conceptual system about how it works. In other words, the starting point will be situations which foster the inference of the language working rules so that students get self confidence in their own abilities. 

This block is divided into Linguistic knowledge and Learning reflexion.

Block 4- Sociocultural aspects and intercultural  awareness

The contents of this block allow the students to learn about habits, social relationships, features and characteristics of the foreign language countries. This knowledge will promote tolerance and acceptance, increasing their interest towards different social and cultural realities and it will favour intercultural communication.

CONTRIBUTION OF THE MACMILLAN SECONDARY COURSE PROJECT TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE BASIC COMPETENCES 

(these competences will be worked through all the units of the educational material)

The Basic competences are those competences that students must learn throughout their whole education in order to reach his/her personal realization, practice his/her civic responsibility, get into the adult life satisfactorily and be able to develop a constant learning process throughout his/her life.

The development and acquisition of the Basic competences will take place throughout the whole educational stages and in order to get this all the curricular subjects as well as the organizational and functional instruments of the school must take part of the process as they are essential to its development. 

In other words, the acquisition of the Basic competences does not depend on a specific subject or educational stage. Each one of the curricular areas contributes to the development of different competences and, at the same time, each one of the Basic competences is reached as a consequence of working in different areas or subjects.

The Basic competences are: 

C1. Linguistic communicative competence.

C2. Mathematical competence.

C3. Knowledge of and interaction with the physical world.

C4. Competence in information and communication technologies.

C5. Social and civil competence.

C6. Cultural and artistic competence.

C7. The competence of learning to learn.

C8. The competence of personal autonomy and initiative.

C9. The emotional competence. (Castillo la Mancha)
Macmillan Secondary Course contributes to the acquisition of the Basic competences and especially to the linguistic communicative one.

C1 refers to the use of language as an instrument to oral and written communication, representation, interpretation and comprehension of reality, as a means of knowledge construction and organisation and self-regulation of thinking, emotions and behaviour. 

Knowledge, skills and attitudes characteristic of this competence, allow students to express emotions, experiences and opinions, as well as discussing, developing a critical and ethical point of view, generating ideas, structuring their thoughts, having a coherent and cohesive speech, taking decisions, and enjoying listening, reading or expressing themselves both in an oral or in a written way, all which also contributes to the development of self-esteem and self-confidence.

Learning a foreign language has a straight contribution to the acquisition of C1 as far as students get and develop the listening and speaking skills. Furthermore, it also improves C1 by developing the ability to express themselves both in an oral or in a written way, using and understanding the conventions and the appropriate language to each situation. Apart from that, progressive learning and recognition of the working rules of foreign language, improves the acquisition of this competence.

(In the syllabus we can see how this competence is practiced throughout the whole course, as all the activities of each unit use the language as an instrument of communication)

C2 refers to the ability to use numbers and basic operations, mathematical reasoning, symbols and expressions, in order to produce and interpret information, and to learn more about quantitative and spatial aspects of reality and to be able to solve problems related to everyday life.

None of the language-related subjects (Spanish language, Literature, Foreign language) are directly implied in the development of the mathematical competence. However, we assert that C1 allows the student to reason, argue, formulate hypothesis, deduce, induce, etc. So indirectly, with Macmillan Secondary Course we are helping students learn to correctly interpret the instructions of the mathematical problems. In every unit we can find activities referring to the comprehension, both global and specific, of instructions or oral and written texts. Apart from that, in Macmillan Secondary Course we constantly introduce, work and recycle English numbers (the dates, the pages of the books, the metrical systems, ordinal and cardinal numbers…)

C3 is the ability to interact with the physical world, both in its natural aspects and in the human generated ones, so as to make it easier to understand events, to predict consequences and the activities addressed to improve and preserve life conditions, both the own ones and the ones of the rest of men and women as well as the ones of all the living beings. In this particular case, foreign language helps to the acquisition of C3 in the same way as in C2. In other words, if the student is able to understand a message, listen, read, write, etc. then he/she will also be able to understand the related events, to express the consequences, to understand the others’ opinions about an action… More straightforward, in Macmillan Secondary Course there are articles, songs, stories, texts, and listenings related to good eating and healthy habits, to the environment  and to a responsible consumption.
C4 consists on being able to search, obtain, process and communicate information and transform it into knowledge. Having access to information doesn’t necessarily mean learning or knowing something. Transforming information into knowledge involves understanding the information and incorporating it into the previous knowledge schemes and being able to communicate this information and the acquired knowledge. It is obvious that the foreign language contributes to the development of C4 as far as the students learn to understand a text (both written and oral, and with any kind of format), to take out the most relevant content of the text, to organise it in paragraphs, to produce texts by following a model but with a different information, to resume, discuss, and share this information… The acquisition of C1 in any language is essential to be successfully competent in C4. Moreover, Macmillan Secondary Course, has got a specific webpage for each level through which students can gain access to different activities and information which favour the acquisition of C4.

C5. Apart from being a vehicle to transmit knowledge, languages form part of a culture and are useful to communicate in a social environment. Learning English allows the student to know new cultures, to be respectful, and to show interest and communication with other foreign language learners or with foreign language speakers. All this involves the recognition and acceptance of cultural and behavioural differences. Consequently, learning English helps developing and acquiring C5. Macmillan Secondary Course contains in each unit references to social and civil items, such as the ones mentioned in the Cross-curricular contents section of this project. In the Macmillan Secondary Course syllabus, this competence is clearly shown through the “Socio-cultural Aspects” section. And also in all the pairwork and group activities, where students need to exchange personal information, take part in discussions, express opinions or ideas, listen to the others, create dialogues, and assess and show respect for the classmates’ contributions, etc

C6 involves knowing, understanding, appreciating and showing criticism towards different cultural and artistic statements, using them as a source of enrichment and enjoyment and considering them as part of people cultural heritage.

Macmillan Secondary Course includes sections and texts related to cultural items from the foreign language countries (cities, writers, songs, leisure time, festivals … all of which are cultural signs from the countries whose language we are learning), and, hence, it contributes to acquire C6 and make it easier to show opinions, likes and emotions arisen from these cultural demonstrations

C7 implies getting the skills to initiate the learning process and being able to keep learning in an effective and autonomous way and being conscious about the abilities that come into play in the learning process, such as attention, concentration, memory, comprehension and linguistic expression. As language is the means of thought transmission and the ultimate learning tool, the foreign language subject contributes in a fundamental way to the development of the competence of learning to learn as it offers more possibilities and different resources to understand, interpret, express opinions or feelings and emotions, and formulate hypothesis of how language works. The contents needed to the acquisition of C7 are clearly reflected in the Macmillan Secondary Course syllabus, in the “Language reflexion” sections. The students learn how to learn in a better way and what strategies to use (compare, make hypothesis, check, identify…)

C8 refers, on the one hand, to the acquisition of consciousness and to put into practice a set of values and personal attitudes, and on the other hand, to the ability to choose following one’s own judgement, to imagine projects, to do the necessary actions to develop the personal options and plans –within the framework of individual or collective projects- and taking responsibility of them. Knowing a foreign language contributes to the acquisition of C8, as it fosters cooperative work in the classroom as well as the social skills (put oneself in someone else’s position, assess the other’s ideas, reach agreements…) and because it allows the development of initiatives about planning, organising and managing work, favouring this way the personal autonomy and initiative. Respect for others’ opinions, organisation of the study materials and encouragement of the cooperative work, among other things, are present in every unit of Macmillan Secondary Course.

C9 is referred to the development of the student’s self-esteem, learning to overcome failures and not to feel superiority when reaching success.  It also encourages students to take mistakes as a normal part of the learning process and to accept the own limitations without feeling discouraged.  All the pairwork and group activities such as the speaking exercises or the Pairwork sections enable the students to respect each other and admit both their own success and their classmates’.

We know that language is the main vehicle to acquire knowledge and to learn, whatever the format is, either oral or written. Without it, it would be nearly impossible to acquire the competences mentioned above. As a consequence, we can assert that Macmillan Secondary Course as a book for foreign language learning, helps to the development and acquisition of all the Basic competences. 
MIXED ABILITY
Macmillan Secondary Course provides reinforcement and extension activities through the educational material for the student, which allows the teacher to give a personalized attention to the students according to their needs and their learning pace. Moreover, it also has a Resource Pack with extra photocopiable material which allows teachers to give answers to the different situations which arise in the classroom.

GENERAL CONTENT OBJECTIVES
(these objectives will be worked through all the units of the educational material)

ESO 3
Block 1- Listening and Speaking

· Understanding instructions both in real and simulated contexts.

· Listening and understanding general and specific information in face to face messages about specific well-known topics.

· Listening and comprehension of simple messages issued by the media with a slow and clear pronunciation.

· Use of comprehension strategies so as to understand oral messages: use of both verbal and non verbal contexts as well as the previous knowledge about the situation, identification of key words, and awareness about the speaker’s intention.

· Oral production of descriptions, narrations and brief explanations about events, experiences y and various matters.

· Taking part in conversations and simulations about everyday matters and personal interest subjects, with different communicative aims.

· Use of spontaneous answers in the classroom communicative situations.

· Progressively autonomous use of the most frequent conventions used in conversations both in real and simulated communicative activities.

· Progressively autonomous use of communicative strategies so as to solve difficulties during the interaction.
Block 2- Reading and Writing

· Understanding instructions both in real and simulated contexts.

· Listening and understanding general and specific information in face to face messages about specific well-known topics.

· Listening and comprehension of simple messages issued by the media with a slow and clear pronunciation.

· Use of comprehension strategies so as to understand oral messages: use of both verbal and non verbal contexts as well as the previous knowledge about the situation, identification of key words, and awareness about the speaker’s intention.

· Oral production of descriptions, narrations and brief explanations about events, experiences y and various matters.

· Taking part in conversations and simulations about everyday matters and personal interest subjects, with different communicative aims.

· Use of spontaneous answers in the classroom communicative situations.

· Progressively autonomous use of the most frequent conventions used in conversations both in real and simulated communicative activities.

· Progressively autonomous use of communicative strategies so as to solve difficulties during the interaction.
Block 3– Language knowledge and use

Linguistic knowledge:

· Use progressively autonomous of common expressions, set phrases and vocabulary about personal and general interesting topics related to everyday matters or to cross-curricular subjects.

· Identification of antonyms, “false friends” and words with the most usual suffixes and prefixes.

· Use of structures  and functions related to different communicative situations.

· Recognition and production of stress, rhythm and intonation patterns in words and phrases.
Learning reflexion:

· Use of strategies in order to organise, acquire, remember and use language.

· Organisation and progressively autonomous use of learning resources, such as dictionaries, consultation books, libraries or information and communication technologies. 

· Analysis and reflection on the use and meaning of different grammar structures by comparing them with the own ones.

· Take part in self-evaluation and self-correction learning strategies.

· Organisation of personal work as a strategy to progress in the learning process.

· Interest to take profit of the learning opportunities arising in the classroom context and outside.

· Active participation in group works and activities.

· Self-confidence and initiative to express themselves in public and by writing.
Block 4- Sociocultural aspects and intercultural  awareness

· Appreciation of the foreign language as an instrument to communicate with people with different origins.

· Identification of common features and the most significant differences between habits, attitudes and values of the foreign language country and the own one, and show respect towards them.

· Appropriate use of linguistic forms related to specific communicative situations (courtesy, agreement, disagreement, etc).

· Knowledge about the most significant cultural elements from the foreign language countries: literature, art, music, cinema, etc, obtaining information through different means such as the Internet, or other information and communication technologies.

· Interest and initiative to establish communicative exchanges with foreign language speakers using both digital and paper supports.

· Appreciation of the personal enrichment caused by the relationship with people from other cultures.
ESO 4
Block 1- Listening and Speaking

· Understanding the general and specific meaning of simple talks about well known topics presented in a clear and organized way.

· Comprehension of interpersonal communication, with the aim of answering straightaway.

· General comprehension of the most relevant information of programmes issued by audiovisual means using a clear and simple language.

· Use of comprehension strategies so as to understand oral messages: use of both verbal and non verbal contexts as well as the previous knowledge about the situation, identification of key words, and awareness about the speaker’s intention and attitude.

· Oral production of descriptions, narrations and brief explanations about events, experiences y and various matters.

· Active participation in conversations and simulations about everyday topics and personal interest matters with different communicative aims.

· Use of spontaneous answers in the classroom communicative situations.

· Use of frequent conventions used in conversations both in real and simulated communicative activities.

· Autonomous use of communicative strategies in order to start, maintain and finish an interaction.
Block 2- Reading and Writing

· Identifying the topic of a written text with the support of the context.

· Identifying the intention of the speaker’s message.

· Understanding general and specific information in different types of texts, both in digital and paper support, about general matters and related to the contents of other subjects included in the curriculum.

· Reading more lengthy texts related to their interests in an autonomous way.

· Use of different sources, in digital, paper or multimedia support, in order to get information to do specific activities.

· Consolidation of the reading strategies already used.

· Composition of different types of texts, using the appropriate vocabulary according to the topic and the context, with the relevant cohesive elements so as to link ideas, and using basic strategies in the written composition process (planning, text composition and revision).

· Autonomous use of the appropriate register according to the reader to whom the text is addressed to (formal and informal).

· Personal communication with foreign language speakers via postal mail or using electronic means.

· Correct use of the spelling and punctuation rules.

· Interest to pay attention to the presentation of the written texts both in digital and paper support.
Block 3– Language knowledge and use

Linguistic knowledge:

· Use of common expressions, set phrases and vocabulary about personal and general interesting topics related to everyday matters or to cross-curricular subjects.

· Recognition of antonyms, “false friends” and word formation with suffixes and prefixes.

· Consolidation and use of structures  and functions related to different communicative situations.

· Recognition and autonomous production of stress, rhythm and intonation patterns in words and phrases.
Learning reflexion:

· Use of strategies in order to organise, acquire, remember and use language.

· Organisation and progressively autonomous use of learning resources, such as dictionaries, consultation books, libraries or digital and electronic resources. 

· Analysis and reflection on the use and meaning of different grammar structures by comparing them with the own ones.

· Take part in self-evaluation and self-correction learning strategies.

· Organisation of personal work as a strategy to progress in the learning process.

· Interest to take profit of the learning opportunities arising in the classroom context and outside.

· Active participation in group works and activities.

· Self-confidence and initiative to express themselves in public and by writing.
Block 4- Sociocultural aspects and intercultural  awareness

· Appreciation of the foreign language in international relationships.

· Identification of the most significant features, habits, attitudes and values of the foreign language country, and show respect towards cultural patterns which differ from ours.

· Knowledge about the most significant cultural elements from the foreign language countries, obtaining information through different means such as the Internet, or other information and communication technologies.

· Interest and initiative to establish communicative exchanges with foreign language speakers using both digital and paper supports.

· Appropriate use of linguistic forms related to specific communicative situations (courtesy, agreement, disagreement, etc).

· Appreciation of the personal enrichment caused by the relationship with people from other cultures.
EVALUATION CRITERIA

ESO 3
1. Understand general and specific information, the main idea and identify relevant details in oral texts about well-known specific topics, and simple messages clearly issued by the media.

2. Take part in conversations and short simulations about everyday situations, with different communicative aims, using conversation conventions and the  appropriate strategies so as to solve the interaction difficulties.

3. Understand the general information and all the relevant details in written texts, both authentic and adapted ones, with different lengths, distinguishing facts and opinions as well as identifying the author’s communicative aim.

4. Write guided texts in different supports, using the appropriate structures and vocabulary, as well as some cohesive elements, and coherence so as to highlight the link between the different ideas and make them understandable to the reader.

5. Use consciously their knowledge about the foreign language linguistic system, in different communicative contexts, as an instrument for self-learning and self-correction of the own oral and written productions so as to better understand the others’.  

6. Identify, use and give explanations about different learning strategies used to progress in the learning process. 

7. Use information and communication technologies in a progressively autonomous way in order to look for information, produce texts from models, send and receive e-mails and to establish personal relationships both oral and written ones, showing interest in their use.

8. Identify the most relevant cultural elements related to the foreign language countries, understand the most important features related to their habits, rules, attitudes and values in their societies and show a positive appreciation towards cultural patterns which differ from their own ones. 

ESO 4
1. Understand general and specific information, the main idea and identify relevant details in oral texts issued either in interpersonal communicative situations or by the media, about non-specialised topics.

2. Take part in conversations and simulations, using the  appropriate strategies so as to start, maintain and finish communicative expressions, producing an understandable speech adapted to the particular characteristics of the situation and the communicative intention.

3. Understand the general and specific information in written texts, both authentic and adapted ones, with different lengths, distinguishing facts, opinions, reasons, and implicit information as well as identifying the author’s communicative aim.

4. Write progressively autonomous texts with a logical structure, using the basic conventions of each genre, the appropriate vocabulary according to the context, as well as the necessary cohesive elements, and coherence so as to make them understandable to the reader.

5. Use consciously their knowledge about the foreign language linguistic system, in different communicative contexts, as an instrument for self-learning and self-correction of the own oral and written productions so as to better understand the others’.  

6. Identify, use and give explanations about the different learning strategies used, give examples about other possible ones, and decide on the most suitable ones according to the learning objectives. 

7. Use information and communication technologies with a certain level of autonomy in order to look for information, produce texts from models, send and receive e-mails and to establish personal relationships both oral and written ones, showing interest in their use.

8. Identify and describe the most relevant cultural elements related to the foreign language countries, establish links between the most important features related to their habits, rules, attitudes and values in their societies with the own ones and show respect towards them.
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